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beer-brewers are 33 in toto. We say that there is baked
weekly in common ovens by private persons bought in the
meal markets 306 quarters " x. The requirements of a
provincial town are indicated in a corn census taken at
Coventry in 1520. It contained 68 brewers and 43 bakers,
who baked 132 quarters of wheat every week ' besides peas
and rye '. At the time of the census the stock of corn held
in the city was approximately 47 quarters of wheat, 100
quarters of rye and maslin, and 39 quarters of oats, in
addition to 2405 quarters of malt and 18 quarters of peas:
the number of inhabitants was 6601 *.
Sources of London drew its supplies from a wide area3. The corn-
growing lands in the vicinity did not furnish a sufficient
store, and the ' bakers and victuallers' of the City were
constrained to repair further afield 4. The authorities stated
in 1574 that " the City hath been chiefly furnished with all
kinds of grain for provision of the same from the shires lying
westward from the City, and aptly conveyed to the City as
well by land as by the River of Thames, as also from Kent 5,
Sussex, Dorsetshire, Hampshire, Essex, Suffolk and Norfolk,
and not out of any foreign part but upon a sudden and mere
extremity " 6. The intrusion into country markets of moneyed
men from the capital was resented by the local population :
" for by the daily carrying away of their commodities, the
prices of those which remain are very much raised " 7. At
the rumour of a London buyer prices at once rose 25 per cent,
and the local market was stripped bare 8. The absence of
London agents caused a corresponding fall in prices : in
1700 wheat in Hertfordshire was very cheap ' by reason no
1 Gras, The Evolution of the English Corn Market, Appendix 1. For an
estimate of the ' bread-corn' consumed in London in 1631 (between
130,000 and 140,000 quarters yearly for the City and suburbs), see State
Papers Domestic, 1631-1633, p. 78. See infra, Appendix, p. 502, No. i.
s Coventry Leet Book (ed. Harris), 674-675.
*  Cheshire supplied London with butter and cheese : Acts of the Privy
Council, 1597-1598, p. 372.                              * Ibid. 1589-1590, p. 284.
5 " The principal supply for the City came from Faversham and those
parts of Kent " : Remembrancia of the City of London, 373 (1580).
*  Gras, The Evolution of the English Corn Market, Appendix 1.   For the
eighteenth century, see Defoe, The Complete English Tradesman (ed. 1727),
ii. part ii. 32-33.
*  State Papers Domestic, 1595-1597, p. 107.
*  Hist. MSS. Comm. Salisbury, ii. 70 (1574)-